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DAMPIER PENINSULA 
Grievance 

MRS C.A. MARTIN (Kimberley) [9.44 am]:  My grievance is to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure.  
I would like to raise some issues regarding the Dampier Peninsula, particularly the Dampier Peninsula road.  
This road is approximately 110 years old.  Originally, it was used by the monks to access the peninsula.  Of 
course, then it was a cart track.  Since then, millions of vehicles have used the road, starting with donkey carts 
and now road trains that cart fuel and freight.   

In the past couple of months there has been increasing concern about the freight service.  I have been speaking to 
Broome Freightlines, which specifically services that area.  It said that the maintenance costs on its vehicles is 
restricting its ability to operate.  About three weeks ago it upped the ante, and freight costs increased by 20 per 
cent.  The community wore it, because there was not much it could do about it.  Norm Gardiner, the owner-
operator, rang my office and said that the community had accepted the increase in freight costs, but because of 
the cost of maintenance on his trucks he can no longer justify servicing the community.  He informed me that 
today would be the last day he would provide the service.  He explained to me how his business runs and said 
that he would not let the community down.  He will maintain the service for as long as he can.  As he said, his 
business is not a charity.  The reason he can no longer provide the service is that the road is wrecking his 
vehicles.   

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Members to my left, the minister is having a hard time listening.   

Mrs C.A. MARTIN:  I can raise my voice. 

The Dampier Peninsula is a wonderful part of the world.  It has everything that people need.  Approximately 
1 100 people live there permanently and the existing infrastructure will support another 500 people.  We have 
seven small operations at which tourists are paying guests.  At Middle Lagoon, 150 people can be 
accommodated and Coolamon can take the same number.  They are environmentally friendly places and cater for 
basic needs.  There is no five-star accommodation anywhere in that area.  However, the existing infrastructure 
allows tourists to experience the peninsula and what it has to offer; for example, access to the ocean, fishing and 
camping.  Everyone I know wants to go there.  At times there can be 2 000 tourists on the peninsula, and that is 
1 500 people more than we know the infrastructure can cater for.   

Access to the peninsula is a problem.  I will go back eight years to when a group was put together to consult on 
the needs of the Dampier Peninsula road.  The Aboriginal communities said that they did not want open access 
and a sealed road because it would encroach on their privacy and, as an Aboriginal reserve, people would lob up 
without permits.  Currently, the communities on the Dampier Peninsula can be accessed by permit, which is 
available on-line.  It means that at any one time we know how many people are there.  People can be denied 
access, such as when a mob of bikies camped at Kalumburu and did not have permits.  The need for a permit 
provides the legal mechanism by which such people can be removed.   

I have spoken to a number of people in the area and they believe this government, both in its previous term and 
in its current term in government, has done the right thing.  It has gone beyond its campaign promises to provide 
direction.  Eight years ago the need was different.  The community acknowledges that in the past eight years the 
nature of the world has changed for it.  The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission, the funding body 
that assisted the community with these things, no longer exists.  The community is saying that it is willing to 
compete and participate from an economic perspective.  However, it is now saying that until it can progress its 
needs it wants the road now because it cannot afford a 20 per cent rise in freight costs and it cannot afford to lose 
the freight service.  Therefore, with the changes that have taken place in the past eight years, the community has 
changed its mind.  It is as simple as that.  Originally, the community wanted the black top to start at the top of 
the road and come down.  That has been done.  Now another 160 kilometres of road need to be sealed.  The 
community is saying that after 104 years the road is wearing thin.  At some places the road has cut into the earth 
so much that there is a bank of about 1.2 metres.  Of course, now that pindan has gone, it is coming back to sand, 
and there are all sorts of problems related to that.  The construction of a sealed road would impact positively on 
the economic participation of the pastoral and pearling industries.  Two pearl farms up there have problems 
accessing government services.  Those services are very important but very expensive to deliver.  The building 
and construction industry has 25 houses coming on stream, but if the cost of freight were cheaper it could 
probably build more.  Those in community administration are considering all sorts of industries, such as 
agriculture and aquaculture; they even have their own hatchery.  Members of the community are therefore saying 
to the minister that she should bring on the road, as they need it.  The community is also interested in a private-
public partnership, which would be to everybody�s benefit.  There would be a positive economic outcome from 
the services that the community could provide.  The community is ready to go.  I ask the minister to reconvene 
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the reference group and that I be appointed a member, as I believe I am best suited to know what is happening in 
my community.   

MS A.J.G. MacTIERNAN (Armadale - Minister for Planning and Infrastructure) [9.51 am]:  I thank the 
member for Kimberley for her grievance.  She and I have had extensive dialogue on this matter.  Members will 
recall that, because the previous government spent only $1 million in four years upgrading this local government 
road, we made an election commitment in 2001 to spend some $10 million on its upgrade.  It is important that 
members acknowledge that this is a local government road.  I believe the road had been ignored in the past 
because it serviced Aboriginal communities.  This government sought to change that.  Interestingly, we are also 
administering this project by direct management from Main Roads.  It gives us an opportunity to use trainees 
who are being developed through our traineeships in the north of the state and an opportunity to contract various 
services, such as plant, from the Aboriginal communities.  I would like the member for Kimberley to continue to 
speak with those communities and to encourage them very much to be involved in the actual task of road 
building.  That would give them a double benefit. 

I have driven on this road on many occasions - the first time was back in 1984 - and I am very well aware of how 
dangerous it can be.  As the member for Kimberley said, we had focused on the road from Beagle Bay to Cape 
Leveque, which basically linked up all the communities in Beagle Bay, Lombadina and One Arm Point.  As the 
member for Kimberley said, the communities in the past were concerned about the impact of unbridled tourism 
that could come with access to a sealed road.  However, the traffic count that Main Roads has conducted 
suggests that about 200 vehicles a day use that road.  Unfortunately, the only way forward is to provide a black 
top over the entire length of the road.  There is about $4 million in the budget for work on the road this year, 
which represents about 46 kilometres more seal, and there is probably another $5 million in the forward 
estimates to continue that work.  However, to complete the job now by sealing it the entire length from the 
Beagle Bay turnoff right up to the communities would cost around $34 million.  As I said, it is a local 
government road, but it is clearly outside the capacity of the Shire of Broome to fund the work.  It is clearly a 
project to which the federal government must make a substantial contribution.  The federal government will need 
to match the level of funds that the state government has put in so that the project can be kept going.  We very 
much want to continue the project as a direct-managed job because of the very real benefits that that gives us for 
training and incorporating the local communities into the job.   

I thank the member for the work that she has been doing with the road.  I am more than happy to reconvene the 
reference group and I will ask her to take the chair.  However, the project will need a commitment from the 
federal government.  There is really no clearer project that falls outside of AusLink that is a clear commonwealth 
responsibility.  It services three communities.   

The member talked about the permit system, and we must give a lot of thought to how that would work.  Quite 
clearly, if there were a charge attached to the permit system, it could well provide the communities in the long 
term with sufficient money to maintain the road.  The charge would not provide sufficient money to build the 
road but it would be useful to maintain it.  If we were again considering employment-generating opportunities, a 
permit fee could be used to maintain the road, which could provide the people in those communities with an 
important employment generator and an opportunity, other than simply a tourism opportunity, to generate 
employment in the maintenance of that road.  That is, I think, a very positive thing.   

I therefore thank the member for the work that she has put in on this project.  We will not stop upgrading the 
road, but we accept that we must now start sealing it in the southern area, which the communities were not 
previously keen on.  It is not sustainable as it is, and we will need to engage the federal government in this 
project. 
 


